
 
 

Fall 2022 CHA Application 
The Community Health Advocacy (CHA) program is a partnership between OSF HealthCare and UIC aimed at 
developing solutions to health challenges in urban communities. We are looking for new tools, techniques and 
processes that remove barriers to care, enhance health and wellness education, and leverage technology to 
improve training and community outreach. The program is open to all UIC faculty and health care providers of OSF 
HealthCare. 

Proposals must identify two co-investigators: one faculty member from UIC and one health care provider at OSF 
HealthCare. Selected projects will receive one year of funding up to $75,000 with the option to reapply for 
additional funding after the project is successfully completed.   

Looking for a collaborator? We can help you find one. Email us at innovation@uic.edu by September 30, 2022.   

 

Focus Areas 

This RFP focuses on the following areas as they relate to patient care and outreach in urban environments: 
• Exploring prototypes for the transformation of care and community-based initiatives that address social 

determinants of health  
• Improving outcomes and reducing health care disparities 
• Increasing access to care and reducing barriers to care for individuals from all racial and ethnic 

backgrounds  

 

Review Criteria 

1. Approach 
Are the conceptual or clinical framework, design, methods, and analyses adequately developed, well-
integrated, well-reasoned, and appropriate to the aims of the project? Does the applicant acknowledge 
potential problem areas and consider alternative tactics?   

2. Impact 
Reflects the likelihood for the project to exert a sustained, powerful influence on the research field(s) 
involved. Is the proposal competitive for additional external funding to advance the broader use of clinical 
innovation in healthcare? Note that an application does not need to be strong in all categories to be judged 
likely to have major scientific impact and thus deserve a high impact/priority score. For example, an 
investigator may propose to carry out important work that by its nature is not innovative but is essential to 
move a field forward. 

3. Relevance 
Is it a collaborative effort between Faculty and Clinicians, as they work to solve health care challenges 
through innovative solutions? Is it intended to demonstrate improved clinical outcomes, reductions of cost 
and higher quality practices through the creation of equipment or facilities to evaluate and improve health 
care through clinical innovation? Does the research contribute to scholarship and support for advanced 
degrees to prepare new generations of experts in the field? 
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Required Information 

1. Title of your application 
2. Is this a new project or a request to continue funding? 
3. Total Funding Requested (cannot exceed $75,000 for new projects) 

 

 
4. Personnel Information 

a. Primary Investigator (PI) 
i. PI First Name 

ii. PI Last Name 
iii. PI's Institution (UIC or OSF)  
iv. College 
v. Department or Unit 

vi. Email Address 
b. Co-PI Information 

i. Co-PI First Name 
ii. Co-PI Last Name 

iii. Co-PI's Institution (UIC or OSF)  
iv. Co-PI College 
v. Co-PI Department or Unit 

vi. Co-PI Email Address 
c. Other Collaborators (<7 other named collaborators) 

i. First Names 
ii. Last Names 

iii. Institutions (UIC, OSF, or Other)  
iv. College 
v. Department or Unit 

vi. Email Address 

 

 
5. Application Questions 

a. In a few sentences, please describe what you’re working on. How does it contribute to the goals 
of the CHA program? (1500 characters) 

b. What problem are you solving? Why is it significant? (3000 characters) 
c. How does your project uniquely address this problem? What are you doing differently from others 

in this area? (3000 characters) 
d. What is your hypothesis? List the objectives you will achieve for this project period and the 

anticipated outcome for each. (3000 characters) 
e. Why your team is uniquely qualified to accomplish the project objectives. 
f. Other Supporting Documentation, if applicable (maximum file size 100MB) 
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6. If your application is a continuation of a previously funded CHA project, you are required to answer the 
following questions in respect to the previous project. 

a. What were the goals of the first phase of your project? Provide an update on the status of each of 
the initial project objectives. (3000 characters) 

b. Have there been any changes in the goals or anticipated outcomes of your project? (3000 
characters) 

c. Have you shared the results of the first phase of your project at conferences or events? Have you 
published the results? (3000 characters) 

d. Have the outcomes of the first phase of your project led to additional funding? (3000 characters) 
e. Have you submitted a technology disclosure or filed a patent application? (3000 characters) 
f. Are there any other accomplishments you would like to highlight? (3000 characters) 

 

 
7. PROPOSED BUDGET AND RATIONALE 

a. Amount requested per institution. (UIC or OSF) 
b. Please complete the following budget template and upload it here. (spreadsheet) 
c. Please upload your budget justification (a breakdown of project expenses and the rationale for 

each line item). (Pdf or document) 


